38                  STAGE CONFIDENCES
At rehearsals you will have to stand about, wearily waiting hours while others rehearse over and over again their more important scenes ; yet you may not leave for a walk or a chat, for you do not know at what moment your scene may be called. You will not be made much of. You will receive a " Good morning " or " Good evening " from the company, probably nothing more. If you are travelling, you will literally live in your hat and cloak. You will breakfast in them many and many a time, you will dine in them regularly, that you may rise at once and go to the theatre or car. You will see no one, go nowhere.
If you are hi earnest, you will simply endure the first year, — endure and study,— and all for what? That, after dressing in the corner farthest from the looking-glass, in a dismal room you would scarcely use for your housemaid's brooms and dusters at home, you may stand for a few moments in the background of some scene, and watch
